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1
PREVENT DATA STORAGE DEVICE
CIRCUITRY SWAP

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application relates to data storage devices and, in
particular, but without limitation, to disc drives.

BACKGROUND

The use of digital data storage devices has expanded
beyond computer data storage to include media content. For
example, many devices now store pictures, music, movies
and other media content digitally. While digital storage offers
advantages for consumers compared to analog, digital storage
of'media content has created difficulties for copyright holders
of the media content as digital information is easily copied
and distributed. Unauthorized copying and distribution of
copyrighted material limits the ability of copyright holders to
protect and sell their copyrighted media content.

Accordingly, techniques to prevent unauthorized copying
and distribution of copyrighted material would be useful to
maintain the legitimate market for copyrighted media con-
tent.

SUMMARY

In general, the invention relates to techniques for prevent-
ing unauthorized access of content stored on a data storage
device. For example, a data storage device may include a data
storage media and control circuitry for retrieving data content
stored on the data storage media. The control circuitry may
include mechanisms to prevent copying of the data content
and mechanisms to prevent different control circuitry from
accessing the data content. In particular, all control circuitries
compatible with the data storage media in the data storage
device may be configured to prevent access to data content,
e.g., high value data content, on the data storage media if the
control circuitry attempting to access the data content is not
the same as the control circuitry that wrote that data content to
the data storage media.

For example, the data storage media may be locked to the
control circuitry by an encrypted security key. In an embodi-
ment, a control circuitry may include a hidden root key used
to encrypt keys that are stored on the data storage media. The
keys stored on the data storage media are in turn used to
encrypt data content, e.g., high value data content or all data
content, stored on the data storage media. In the event the
control circuitry was replaced with a different control cir-
cuitry, e.g., a control circuitry that would allow copying and
distribution of content stored on the media, the new control
circuitry would not have the correct root key to decrypt keys
stored on the data storage media. Without the decrypted keys,
content stored using those keys would be inaccessible.

As another example, control circuitries may store a digital
signature corresponding to their hidden root key when writing
protected data content to the data storage media. The digital
signature on the data storage media may include an encrypted
portion decipherable only with the hidden root key of the
control circuitry that wrote the data content. The digital sig-
nature on the data storage media may also include an unen-
crypted portion that indicates to all control circuitries capable
ofreading data from the data storage media a write-protection
status of data content or portions thereof stored on the data
storage media.

All control circuitries capable of reading data from the data
storage media may be configured to check for a digital sig-
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nature on the data storage media prior to accessing data con-
tent. If a control circuitry finds that the digital signature on a
data storage media does not correspond to its hidden root key,
the control circuitry may prevent access to data content stored
on the data storage media associated with the unmatched
digital signature.

In an embodiment, a device comprises a data storage media
storing data content and a digital signature. At least a portion
of'the digital signature is encrypted on the data storage media.
The device also includes a removable control circuitry includ-
ing a unique key. If the unique key corresponds to the
encrypted portion of the digital signature, the removable con-
trol circuitry allows access to the data content. If the unique
key does not correspond to the encrypted portion of the digital
signature, the removable control circuitry prevents access to
the data content.

In another embodiment, a device comprises a data storage
media storing data content, At least a portion of the data
content is encrypted data content on the data storage media.
The device also includes a removable control circuitry includ-
ing a unique key. If the unique key corresponds to the
encrypted data content, the removable control circuitry
allows access to the encrypted data content. If the unique key
does not correspond to the encrypted data content, the remov-
able control circuitry prevents access to the encrypted data
content.

An embodiment is directed to a device comprising a data
storage media, a control circuitry that retrieves data content
stored in the data storage media and a means to prevent a user
from accessing the data content without using the control
circuitry.

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features, objects and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the description and drawings,
and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a data storage device including a circuit
board with a root key used to encrypt data content stored on a
data storage media of the data storage device.

FIG. 2 illustrates a data storage device including a circuit
board that uses a digital signature used to mark data content
stored on a data storage media of the data storage device as
having been written using the circuit board.

FIGS. 3A-3D illustrate exemplary steps of a control cir-
cuitry swap for a disc drive assembly.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a disc drive assembly including
an analog signal path before and after switching control cir-
cuitry for the disc drive assembly.

FIGS. 5A-5C are top, side, and bottom side views, respec-
tively, illustrating an example embodiment of a disc drive
assembly adapted to record and play video content.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 illustrates data storage device 100, which includes
circuit board 102, the control circuitry of data storage device
100. Circuit board 102 includes control module 114, root key
115 and communication interface 116. Data storage device
100 also includes data storage media 106, which stores
encrypted data content 108. For example, data storage media
106 may be a rewriteable media disc and data storage device
100 may be a disc drive. In other embodiments, data storage
media 106 may be a semiconductor memory, such as random
access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), non-
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volatile random access memory (NVRAM), electrically eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EEPROM) or
FLASH memory, other magnetic media, optical media, or the
like. Data storage device 100 provides a means to prevent a
user from accessing encrypted data content 108 without using
circuit board 102. As an example, encrypted data content 108
may include copyrighted media content not licensed for
copying or distribution by a user of data storage device 100.

Control module 114 sends and retrieves data content to
data storage media 106. In embodiments where data storage
device 100 is a disc drive, control module 114 may include a
channel that converts analog signals measured by a head
traversing a media disc of data storage media 106 to digital
signals. In such embodiments, control module 114 converts
digital data into analog signals to write data to data storage
media 106. Conversely, control module 114 converts analog
signals read from data storage media 106 into digital data.

Control module 114 also sends data content to peripheral
device 130 via communication interface 116. Control module
114 may send data content to communication interface as a
digital signal or as analog signal, e.g., as an analog video
signal. In some embodiments, control module 114 may also
receive data content from peripheral device 130 via commu-
nication interface 116.

Control module 114 uses root key 115 to encrypt some or
all data content before storing it data storage media 106. Root
key 115 is a unique root key; i.e., it is unique to circuit board
102 and not commonly used in a multitude of circuit boards
similar to circuit board 102. Control module 114 also
decrypts encrypted data content, e.g., encrypted data content
108, before forwarding the data content to peripheral device
130 via communication interface 116.

Encrypted data content 108 may include high-value or
proprietary data on data storage media 106. Encrypted data
content 108 is encrypted with key 109. In turn, key 109 is
encrypted with root key 115, which is stored in memory on
circuit board 102. Because key 109 is required to decoded
encrypted data content 108 and because root key 115 is
required to decode key 109, root key 115 and key 109 are
required to decode encrypted data content 108. Circuit board
102 must be paired with data storage media 106 to access
encrypted data content 108 because root key 115 is stored
only on circuit board 102 and not on data storage media 106.

Data storage device 100 prevents access to encrypted data
content 108 on data storage media 106 ifrootkey 115 does not
correspond to encrypted data content 108. For example, if
circuit board 102 is not the same as the control circuitry used
to write encrypted data content 108 to data storage media 106,
root key 115 may not correspond to encrypted data content
108. This may prevent access to encrypted data content 108
using control circuitry with different features than the control
circuitry used to encrypted data content 108. For example,
circuit board 102 may include only analog video inputs and
outputs, while a different circuit board compatible with data
storage media 106 may include digital inputs and outputs
suitable for copying encrypted data content 108. By prevent-
ing a user from digitally copying encrypted data content 108
a user may be prevented from unauthorized copying or dis-
tribution of encrypted data content 108. For example, in the
event encrypted data content 108 contains copyrighted mate-
rial, a user may be prevented from distributing the copy-
righted material.

Data storage media 106 may also include unencrypted data
content (not shown in FIG. 1). Data storage media 106 may
include additional sections of encrypted data content in addi-
tion to encrypted data content 108. These sections may be
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encrypted with a second key (not shown), functionally similar
to key 109. The second key may also be stored on data storage
media 106.

Data storage media 106 also includes an indication 107 that
data storage media 106 is storing protected data content. The
protected data content may include unencrypted data content
(not shown), all or a portion of encrypted data content 108, or
a combination thereof. Indication 107 allows circuit board
102 and other control circuitries compatible with data storage
media 106 to recognize that data content on data storage
media 106 is protected, even if the protected data content is
encrypted. This allows control circuitries that do not include
a root key that corresponds to encrypted data content 108 to
take action to prevent a user from unauthorized access of the
protected data content. For example, a control circuitry may
delete the protected data content. As another example, a con-
trol circuitry may simply refuse to output the data content to
a peripheral device. This may prevent a user from unautho-
rized decryption of encrypted data content 108. In this man-
ner, data storage device 100 is different than other secure data
storage devices that do not recognize if a root key does not
correspond to encryption of stored data content and may
decrypt data using the wrong root key.

Data storage device 100 includes a variety of features to
prevent unauthorized access to encrypted data content 108.
For example, root key 115 is not editable or accessible to a
user. This may prevent a user from decoding encrypted data
content 108 using software. Additionally, data signal paths
122A-C (collectively “data signal paths 122”), are located on
plane 104 of circuit board 102. Plane 104 is located between
ground plane 103 and power plane 105. This may prevent a
user from intercepting a signal traversing one of data signal
paths 122. As another example, control modules may be
programmed to delete data content stored on data storage
media 106 if key 109 is not encrypted with root key 115. This
would permanently prevent a user from accessing data con-
tent in the event it was not written using circuit board 102 or
another circuit board with the same root key as root key 115
on circuit board 102. Other control circuitries compatible
with data storage media 106 may also be programmed to
delete data content in the event that key 109 is not encrypted
with the root key associated with the control circuitry access-
ing encrypted data content 108. In other embodiments, con-
trol circuitries may simply delete key 109 itself if it does not
correspond to a root key stored on the control circuitry. Delet-
ing key 109 would render encrypted data content 108 perma-
nently unreadable because key 109 is required to decrypt
encrypted data content 108.

Data storage device 100 communicates with peripheral
device 130 to send and/or receive data. In some embodiments,
data storage device 100 and peripheral device 130 may be
components of a larger device, such as a cell phone, portable
music player, portable video player or portable computing
device. In such embodiments, peripheral device 130 may be a
display, such as a liquid-crystal display (LCD) or plasma
display, a speaker or circuitry that performs some function-
ality of the larger device. In different embodiments, periph-
eral device 130 may be a television, a remote computer, or
even another data storage device.

FIG. 2 illustrates data storage device 200, which includes
circuit board 202, the control circuitry of data storage device
200. Circuit board 202 includes control module 214, root key
215 and communication interface 216. Data storage device
200 also includes data storage media 206, which stores data
content 208. For example, data storage media 206 may be a
rewriteable media disc and data storage device 200 may be a
disc drive. In other embodiments, data storage media 206 may
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be a semiconductor memory, such as random access memory
(RAM), read-only memory (ROM), non-volatile random
access memory (NVRAM), electrically erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EEPROM) or FLASH memory, or
other magnetic media, optical media, or the like. Data storage
device 200 provides a means to prevent a user from accessing
data content 208 without using circuit board 202. As an
example, data content 208 may include copyrighted media
content not licensed for copying or distribution by a user of
data storage device 200. Data storage device 200 is substan-
tially similar to data storage device 100 with the exception
that data storage device uses root key 215 to create digital
signature 219 on data storage media 208 instead encrypting
data content directly with a root key to prevent a user from
accessing data content 208 without using circuit board 202.
For this reason, features of data storage device 200 that are in
common with data storage device 100 (FIG. 1) are discussed
in limited detail, and in some instances not at all.

Control module 214 stores data content on and retrieves
data content from data storage media 206. Control module
214 also sends data content to peripheral device 230 via
communication interface 216. Control module 214 may send
data content to communication interface as a digital signal or
as analog signal, e.g., as an analog video signal. In some
embodiments, control module 214 may also receive data con-
tent from peripheral device 230 via communication interface
216.

Control module 214 writes digital signature 219 to data
storage media 208 before writing data content 208 to data
storage media 206. Digital signature 219 includes an unen-
crypted portion that indicates that data content 208 or at least
a portion thereof is protected. The unencrypted portion of
digital signature 219 indicates to all control circuitries com-
patible with data storage media 206 that data content 208 or a
portion thereof is protected. Digital signature 219 also
includes encrypted portion 221, which correlates digital sig-
nature 219 with root key 215. Encrypted portion 221 is
encrypted to prevent a user from determining root key 215
from the content of digital signature. If a user were able to
determine root key 215, the user may be able to use that
information to subvert the write protection status of the pro-
tected portions of data content 208 by convincing a control
circuitry that it had permission to access protected data con-
tent on data storage media 206.

Prior to retrieving data content 208, control module 214
examines digital signature 219 to ensure that digital signature
219 corresponds to root key 215. In the event digital signature
219 does not correspond to root key 215, control module 214
prevents access to data content 208 or a protected portion
thereof. In some embodiments, control module 214 may also
delete data content 208 if digital signature 219 does not cor-
respond to root key 215 to permanently prevent access to data
content 208.

Data storage device 200 prevents access to data content 208
on data storage media 206 if circuit board 202 is not the same
as the control circuitry used to write data content 208 to data
storage media 206. This may prevent access to data content
208 using control circuitry with different features than the
control circuitry used to data content 208. For example, cir-
cuit board 202 may include only analog video inputs and
outputs, while a different circuit board compatible with data
storage media 206 may include digital inputs and outputs
suitable for copying data content 208. By preventing a user
from digitally copying data content 208 a user may be pre-
vented from unauthorized copying or distribution of data
content 208. For example, in the event data content 208 con-
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tains copyrighted material, a user may be prevented from
distributing the copyrighted material.

Data storage device 200 includes a variety of features to
prevent unauthorized access to data content 208. For
example, data signal paths 222A-C (collectively “data signal
paths 222”), are located on plane 204 of circuit board 202.
Plane 204 is located between ground plane 203 and power
plane 205. This may prevent a user from intercepting a signal
traversing one of data signal paths 222. As another example,
control module may be programmed to delete data content
208 if digital signature 219 does not correspond to root key
215. This would permanently prevent a user from accessing
data content 208 in the event it was not written using circuit
board 202 or another circuit board with the same root key as
root key 215 on circuit board 202. Other control circuitries
compatible with data storage media 206 may also be pro-
grammed to delete data content 208 in the event that digital
signature 219 correspond to the root key associated with the
control circuitry accessing data content 208.

Data storage device 200 communicates with peripheral
device 230 to send and/or receive data. In some embodiments,
data storage device 200 and peripheral device 230 may be
components of a larger device, such as a cell phone, portable
music player, portable video player or portable computing
device. In such embodiments, peripheral device 230 may be a
display, such as a liquid-crystal display (LCD) or plasma
display, a speaker or circuitry that performs some function-
ality of the larger device. In different embodiments, periph-
eral device 230 may be a television, a remote computer, or
even another data storage device.

FIGS. 3A-D and 4A-B demonstrate how a circuitry in a
disc drive may be replaced without having to recalibrate the
disc drive. For example, a disc drive may be first manufac-
tured and calibrated with a first control circuitry used to
connect a disc drive within a computer and then operated with
a different, second control circuitry, such as control circuitry
combining the control of the disc drive with the features of a
larger device, such as a digital video recorder (DVR). This
may be useful because legacy equipment used to calibrate
disc drives may not have slots large enough to hold a circuit
board larger than a standard circuit board.

The control circuitry of a disc drive assembly for a com-
puter generally includes a standard interface, such as an Inte-
grated Drive Electronics (IDE) interface, an Advance Tech-
nology Attachment (ATA) interface, a Fibre Channel
interface (FC), Small Computer System Interface (SCSI)ora
Serial Attached SCSI interface (SAS). A standard interface
allows the disc drive to be installed in a computer, wherein
content on the disc drive may be formatted, copied, distrib-
uted and made available on a public or private network. In
contrast, the second control circuitry may include features to
prevent unauthorized copying and distribution of copyrighted
material recorded on the disc drive. The previously disclosed
techniques may be used to prevent a user of a disc drive from
replacing the second control circuitry with a control circuitry
used to connect a disc drive within a computer. This may
prevent a user from subverting the copyright protection fea-
tures of the second control circuitry.

FIGS. 3A-3D illustrate exemplary steps of a control cir-
cuitry swap for a disc drive assembly. FIG. 3 A illustrates disc
drive assembly 306. Disc drive assembly 306 includes disc
drive housing 330, which encases a recordable media disc and
a head to read and/or write data to the recordable media disc.
For example, the recordable media disc may be a magnetic,
optical or magneto-optic disc. In some embodiments, housing
330 may encase multiple recordable media discs in a stacked
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configuration. Some embodiments also include two heads for
each media disc—one to read and/or write data for each side
of a media disc.

Disc drive assembly 306 also includes circuit board 332.
Circuit board 332 includes control circuitry to operate read
and/or write operations from the head(s) to the media disc(s)
within housing 330. Circuit board 332 controls disc drive
functions within housing 330 via feed-through connectors
33s5.

As shown in FIG. 3 A, circuit board 332 also includes disc
drive interface 333. For example, disc drive interface 333 may
be a standard disc drive interface commonly used to connect
a disc drive within a computer. As examples, disc drive inter-
face 333 may be an Integrated Drive Electronics (IDE) inter-
face, an Advance Technology Attachment (ATA) interface, a
serial ATA interface, a Consumer Electronics-ATA interface
(CE-ATA) a Fibre Channel interface (FC), Small Computer
System Interface (SCSI), a Serial Attached SCSI interface
(SAS), a Universal Serial Bus (USB), a 1394 interface
(FireWire), or another interface. In some embodiments, cir-
cuit board 332 may include multiple interfaces.

Disc drive assembly 306 is in a substantially ready-to-be-
shipped form. For example, disc drive assembly 306 has been
tested and calibrated, including calibration of the signal
responses produced by heads within housing 330. As part of
the testing, media discs within housing 330 may also have
been media mapped, e.g., therecordable surfaces of the media
disc may be tested to map unusable portions. Calibration data
has been recorded and stored within housing 330. As an
example, calibration data may have been recorded to a media
disc within housing 330. In different embodiments, disc drive
assembly 306 may or may not have been formatted. Disc
drives to be installed in computers are often formatted by the
manufacturer. Formatting generally includes creating sectors,
writing configuration tables and setting recovery levels.

As shown in FIG. 3B, circuit board 332 is removed from
housing 330. For example, circuit board 332 may be removed
from housing 330 using automated manufacturing equip-
ment. In some embodiments, this may require removing
screws that attach circuit board 332 to housing 330.

In FIG. 3C, circuit board 334 is attached to housing 330.
For example, pick-and-place techniques may be used to
attach circuit board 334 to housing 330. In some embodi-
ments, attaching circuit board 334 to housing 330 may require
screwing circuit board 334 to housing 330.

Once circuit board 334 is attached to housing 330, circuit
board 334 and housing 330 combine to form disc drive assem-
bly 308, as shown in FIG. 3D. Disc drive assembly 308
provides additional or different functionality compared to
disc drive assembly 306. For example, disc drive control
circuitry of circuit board 334 may operate in a difterent man-
ner than disc drive control circuitry of circuit board 332. For
example, control circuitry of circuit board 334 may skip over
unreadable portions of data rather than spend time rereading
those portions, which may be useful for audio or visual play-
back devices. Additional functionality provided by circuit
board 334 may include functionality commonly implemented
on a separate circuit board in a device including a stand-alone
disc drive. For example, disc drive assembly 306 may be
considered a stand-alone disc drive. As an example, if disc
drive assembly 308 is to be included within a DVR, circuit
board 334 may include additional features of the DVR. In
some embodiments, a device including disc drive assembly
308 may include no additional or very limited circuitry
beyond that incorporated within circuit board 334. Combin-
ing the functionality of disc drive control circuitry with other
circuitry of a device onto a single circuit board, e.g., circuit
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board 334 may reduce the cost and size of the device com-
pared to similar devices having separate circuit boards.

Because circuit board 334 includes additional functional-
ity, and, therefore additional components, compared to circuit
board 332, circuit board 334 is typically larger than circuit
board 332. For this reason, circuit board 334 will not fit within
the external recess of housing 330 created by walls 333.
Circuit board 334 includes spacer 336 with electrical contacts
to connect circuit board 334 to feed-through connectors 335.

Circuit board 334 includes interface 338. Interface 338 is
different than interface 333. For example, interface 338 may
be adapted for the device in which disc drive assembly 308
will be used. For example, if disc drive assembly 308 is to be
included within a DVR, interface 333 may be a video input or
output connection. As examples, interface 333 may be a Digi-
tal Visual Interface (DVI), a High-Definition Multi-media
Interface (HDMI), a Multi-Media Card interface (MMC), a
component video interface, a coaxial cable jack, a composite
video interface, an s-video interface or a left-right audio inter-
face. In some embodiments, circuit board 334 may include
multiple interfaces, including the same interface(s) as inter-
face 333.

Because interface 338 is different than interface 333, it is
difficult to test and calibrate disc drive assembly 308 using the
equipment used to test disc drive assembly 306. For example,
interface 338 may capable of only outputting data and not
capable of receiving commands. It is also difficult to test and
calibrate disc drive assembly 308 and disc drive assembly 306
using the same equipment because disc drive assembly 308
has a different form factor than disc drive assembly 306.
Simply, disc drive assembly 308 may not fit within a slot used
to hold disc drives during testing and calibration. However,
because calibration data was recorded within housing 330
from the testing and calibration of disc drive assembly 306,
that calibration data can be used to operate disc drive assem-
bly 308.

To ensure that the calibration data is sufficiently accurate,
the design of control circuitry within circuit board 334 is very
similar to that of control circuitry within circuit board 332.
For example, the analog signal paths from heads within hous-
ing 330 may be substantially identical in circuit board 332 and
circuit board 334. Furthermore, additional components
within circuit board 334 may be shielded to limit interference
between the analog signal paths. As another example, power
and/or ground planes within circuit board 334 may be parti-
tioned. The partitions may be electrically coupled using low-
pass filters to limit high-frequency interferences created by
the additional components on circuit board 334 compared to
circuit board 332.

Circuit boards 332 and 334 may each be the same as circuit
board 102 (FIG. 1) or circuit board 202 (FIG. 2). As such,
circuit board 332 may prevent a user from accessing data
content stored on a media disc within housing 330 using
circuit board 334. Likewise, circuit board 334 may prevent a
user from accessing data content stored on a media disc
within housing 330 using circuit board 332.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate disc drive assemblies 400 and
401 respectively. Disc drive assemblies 400 and 401 share a
common housing, housing 404. Disc drive assembly 401
differs from disc drive assembly 400 in that disc drive assem-
bly 400 includes circuit board 404, while disc drive assembly
401 includes circuit board 454. For example, disc drive
assembly 400 may be the same as disc drive assembly 306 in
FIG. 3A; disc drive assembly 401 may be the same as disc
drive assembly 308 in FIG. 3D. The techniques described
with respect to FIGS. 3A-3D may be used to create disc drive
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assembly 401 by swapping circuit board 404 in disc drive
assembly 400 with circuit board 454.

As shown in both FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, housing 404
encases rotatable media disc 406. For example, media disc
406 may be a magnetic, optic, magneto-optic or other type of
media disc. Actuator assembly 410 is also encased within
housing 404. Actuator assembly 410 includes head 415,
actuator arm 414, actuator bearing 416 and voice coil 418.
Voice coil 418 actuates actuator arm 414 to position head 415
adjacent to different portions of media disc 406. Different
embodiments may include actuation mechanisms different
than actuator assembly 410.

Signals from head 415 traverse analog signal path 441
within housing 404. Analog signal path 441 includes head
415, preamp 418, actuator arm 414 and flex tape 440. In disc
drive assembly 400, flex tape 440 connects to circuit board
404. Within circuit board 404, analog signal path 441 contin-
ues as analog signal path 444A. Analog signal path 444B
travels through circuit board 404 to channel 434A, where
analog signals from head 415 are converted to digital data
signals. The digital data signals travel along digital signal
path 444 A to disc drive controller 436. Disc drive controller
436 controls the functions of disc drive assembly 400 includ-
ing read and write operations and communications with a
device in which disc drive assembly 400 is installed. Disc
drive controller 436 may include a processing chip, firmware,
software, memory, interfaces and/or additional components.

In comparison, in disc drive assembly 401, flex tape 440
connects to circuit board 454 via spacer 458. Within circuit
board 454, analog signal path 441 continues as analog signal
path 444B to channel 434B, where analog signals from head
415 are converted to digital data signals. The digital data
signals travel along digital signal path 444B to controller 456.
Controller 456 controls the functions of disc drive assembly
400 including read and write operations. Controller 456 also
controls the functions of components 460 and 464, which give
circuit board 454 additional functionality compared with cir-
cuit board 404. Controller 456 may include a processing chip,
firmware, software, memory, interfaces and/or additional
components.

For example, if disc drive assembly 401 is part of a DVR,
components 460 and 464 may be video signal inputs/outputs,
tuners or other video signal processing components. In FIG.
4B, components 460 and 464 are shown to demonstrate that
circuit board 454 includes more components than circuit
board 404. The actual function of the additional components
on circuit board 454 relative to circuit board 404 will differ
according to the end use of disc drive assembly 401.

Calibration of disc drive assembly 400 includes measuring
analog signals at channel 434A. The analog signals traverse
analog signal path 441 and analog signal path 444 A between
head 415 and channel 434 A before being measured. Because
analog signals are only measured at channel 434A, the effects
of head 415, preamp 418, actuator arm 414, voice coil 418,
flex tape 440, circuit board 404, channel 434A and other
components of disc drive assembly 400 on an analog signal
are incorporated into each calibration measurement. No mea-
surements of the separate effect of any of these components
are taken during calibration of disc drive assembly 400.

Overall, the design of circuit board 454 includes many
features that allow calibration data created using assembly
400 to be applicable to the operation of assembly 401. As one
example, analog signal path 444B is substantially similar to
analog signal path 444A. For example, analog signal path
444B may be as close to the same as analog signal path 444 A
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as possible. Even the radii of turns in analog signal path 444B
may be the same as the radii in corresponding turns of analog
signal path 444 A.

One difference between analog signal path 444 A and ana-
log signal path 444B is that analog signal path 444B includes
spacer 458. Spacer 458 includes low-resistance electrical
interconnects. These electrical interconnects may be shielded
to limit the effect of spacer 458 on analog signals traversing
analog signal path 444B.

As another example of how circuit board 454 is similar to
circuit board 404, channel 434A is substantially similar to
channel 434B. For example, channel 434A may be the same
part and made by the same manufacturer as channel 434B.
The part and manufacturer used for channels 434 A and 434B
may be selected to have a minimal variance.

Circuit board 454 also includes shielding 463 to limit inter-
ference from components 460 and 464 from acting on signals
traversing analog signal paths 441 and 444B. Shielding 463 is
merely exemplary, the location and extent of shielding 463
varies in different embodiments of the invention. Embodi-
ments of the invention may require shielding in multiple
locations and surrounding multiple components of circuit
board 454 to isolate noise and prevent interference with sig-
nals traversing analog signal paths 441 and 444B.

Through careful design of circuit board 454, calibration
data gathered using disc drive assembly 400 may be appli-
cable to disc drive assembly 401. During testing of an exem-
plary embodiment using techniques described herein, there
was a slight increase in bit error rate with respect to assembly
401 compared to assembly 400. Testing showed almost no
difference in the tracking of head 415 on media disk 406 with
assembly 401 as compared to assembly 400.

FIGS. 5A-5C are top, front, and side views, respectively,
that illustrate an example embodiment of a single board digi-
tal video system (hereinafter referred to as “video system
10”). Video system 10 includes circuit board 11, which may
be used as replacement control circuitry for a calibrated disc
drive assembly as previously described with respect to FIGS.
3A-3D, 4A and 4B. Circuit board 11 may be the same as
circuit board 102 (FIG. 1) or circuit board 202 (FIG. 2). As
such, circuit board 11 may prevent a user from accessing data
content stored with data storage media 100 using circuit
board different than circuit board 11.

FIGS. 5A-5C illustrate an example physical layout of com-
ponent parts of video system 10 of the present invention on a
single circuit board 11 as well as data storage media 100. For
example, data storage media 100 may include a media disc,
head and actuator assembly. Data storage media 100 is
mounted to circuit board 11 via a mounting bracket 13 and
several screws 17. External connectors 15 are external con-
nection to tuners 23. Rubber grommets (not shown) between
the mounting screws and mounting brackets provide shock
and vibration absorption for video system 10.

Video system 10 includes a disc drive control circuitry 80
and associated disc drive memory 82, and power control
circuit 84. A power connector 81 allows for connection to an
external power source. A DVR controller 50 provides DVR
control functionality and has an associated video memory 53
and flash memory 52. Tuners 23 provide for tuning of the
incoming video signal and demodulators 24 separate the
lower frequency digital content from the higher frequency
carrier. Audio/video connectors 19 allow for input/output of
various audio/video signals, such as composite video,
s-video, component video, left/right audio or other audio/
video signals. Data storage media 100 is mounted on the
underside of circuit board 11.
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Although a particular circuit board layout for video system
10 is shown and described with respect to FIGS. 5A-5C, it
shall be understood that other circuit board layouts could also
be used without departing from the scope of the present
invention. The various circuit board components could be
arranged on circuitboard 11 in a variety of ways, and different
components could be mounted either on the top or the bottom
of circuit board 11 depending upon the particular layout cho-
sen by the designer. However, the layout of circuit board 11 is
selected to allow calibration data from a disc drive assembly
that included data storage media 100 and a different circuit
board other than circuit board 11 to be used in the operation of
video system 10.

As shown in FIGS. 5A-5C, video system 10 is fabricated
such that the electronic components of video system 10 are
integrated onto a single circuit board 11. The physical con-
nection for the interface over which DVR controller 50 and
disc drive control circuitry 80 communicate is, therefore,
composed of a circuit board trace. Fabrication of video sys-
tem 10 using a single circuit board for all of the electronic
components provides several advantages over conventional
DVRs in which separately fabricated and individual circuit
boards, each containing some fraction of the DVR compo-
nents, are connected using various external connectors such
as PATA or SATA ribbon cables and the like.

For example, all of the components for the video system 10
are incorporated into a single circuit board, reducing the
number and complexity of components needed to implement
the video system and, as a result, the total cost of the video
system. Reducing the number of components also improves
the overall reliability of the video system. Further, the com-
pactarchitecture results in a smaller overall size and thickness
of the resulting video system. Integrating the DVR module
and the disc drive module into a single circuit board also
reduces the need for communication between different circuit
boards and delays associated with such inter-board commu-
nication. To phrase another way, video system 10 provides for
communication of information between the DVR module and
the storage control module without forwarding the informa-
tion between multiple circuit boards.

As another example, placement of the electronics associ-
ated with both the DVR controller 50 and the disc drive
control circuitry 80 on a single circuit board 11 allows video
system 10 to take advantage of ground plane layer(s) located
within the circuit board. The purpose of these ground plane
layer(s) is to reduce grounding resistance and inductance as
well as to provide a shield against EMI and RFI. Using a
ground plane to connect all ground points on circuit board 11
helps to ensure that all circuit ground points are at the same
potential. A ground plane also reduces the effect of radiated
EMI on the performance of a circuit by reducing the electrical
field strength in the vicinity of the ground plane. In this way,
electrical noise, together with EMI and electrostatic dis-
charge (ESD) performance, can be significantly improved by
the use of a ground plane. This may significantly reduce or
even eliminate the necessity of additional external shielding.
In addition, the physical layout of the circuit board on which
video system 10 is manufactured may be designed such that
the circuit board traces are as short as possible, which further
aids in minimizing EMI radiation.

To reduce the effects of DVR controller 50, video memory
53, flash memory 52, tuners 23, demodulators 24 and audio/
video connectors 19 on the analog signal path from on analog
signals from one or more heads within data storage media
100, one or more of the ground plane layers of circuit board 11
are partitioned. For example, ground plane partitions 92A and
92B are shown in FIG. 5A. Partitions 92A is separated from
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partition 92B by gap 91. Partitions 92A and 92B occupy a
common layer within circuitboard 11. Partition 92 A provides
grounding to components of circuit board 11 that are also
included in a conventional disc drive assembly, including disc
drive control circuitry 80. Partition 92B provides grounding
to the other components of circuit board 11, including DVR
controller 50, tuner 23 and demodulators 24. Partitions 92A is
electrically coupled to partition 92B by low-pass filter 94.
Low-pass filter 94 filters out high-frequency noise while pro-
viding a common ground potential for each of ground plane
partitions 92A and 92B. Similarly, power supply trace 97,
which supplies power to DVR controller 50 from power con-
trol circuit 84, includes low-pass filter 96 to filter out high-
frequency noise. Low-pass filters 94 and 96 help ensure that
calibration data for data storage media 100 created using a
circuit board other than circuit board 11 is sufficiently accu-
rate to allow operation of video system 10 without further
calibration.

Integration of video system 10 on a single circuit board also
allows the various components to share power supplies,
memory buffers and other hardware components and elimi-
nates unnecessary interconnects. For example, the various
voltages supplied by voltage regulator 86 on storage control
module 40 may be shared among the various system compo-
nents. Power control circuit 84 generates, monitors and con-
trols the power supplied to all of the components of video
system 10, including DVR controller 50, disc drive control
circuitry 80, tuners 23 and data storage media 100. Thus,
fabrication of video system 10 on a single circuit board
reduces redundant repetition of certain circuit board compo-
nents leading to an associated reduction in size, cost and
complexity of the resulting video system 10.

As aresult, video system 10 is a complete, tested hardware
and software solution that integrates the features of a disc
drive with DVR control and video content reception function-
ality. By having the necessary hardware and software inter-
faces, it allows quick design and manufacture of customized
DVR solutions that meet local geographic and market
requirements. This may be of great advantage to DVR manu-
facturers, who would no longer need to go through the lengthy
and costly design process required to combine the individual
components into a workable DVR system.

Various embodiments of the invention have been
described. However, various modifications may be made to
the described embodiments within the spirit of the invention.
For example, exemplary embodiments described techniques
for preventing unauthorized access of content stored on a data
storage device, wherein the data storage device was a disc
drive including a media disc. However, embodiments of the
invention may be a data storage device other than a disc drive
and include different data storage media. For example,
embodiments of the invention may include any computer-
readable medium, such as a semiconductor memory, mag-
netic media, optical media, or the like. These and other
embodiments are within the scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device comprising:

a data storage medium adapted to store data content
encrypted using an encrypted key and the encrypted key,
wherein the encrypted key is encrypted using a root key;
and

a removable control circuit including a first key,

wherein if the first key does not correspond to the root key,
the removable control circuit prevents access to the data
content

wherein the data storage medium is further adapted to store
unencrypted data content, wherein the removable con-
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trol circuit is further adapted to prevent access to the
unencrypted data content if the first key does not corre-
spond to the root key, and

wherein at least a portion of the data content is unencrypted

data content and wherein the removable control circuitis
further adapted to delete the unencrypted data content if
the first key does not correspond to the root key.

2. The device of claim 1, further comprising a digital sig-
nature having an unencrypted portion that indicates to the
removable control circuit that a part of the data content is
protected data content even if the first key does not corre-
spond to the root key.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the data content includes
metadata.

4. The device of claim 1,

wherein the data storage medium is adapted to store cali-

bration data,

wherein the removable control circuit is adapted to convert

an analog signal read from the data storage medium into
a digital data signal containing a portion of the data
content using the calibration data.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the removable control
circuit is part of a circuit board.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the circuit board
includes:

a communication interface to forward the data content to a

peripheral device;

a signal path that carries the data content to a communica-

tion interface;

afirst plane, wherein the first plane is selected from a group

consisting of a first ground plane and a first power plane;
and

a second plane, wherein the second plane is selected from

a group consisting of a second ground plane and a sec-
ond power plane,

wherein the signal path is between the first plane and the

second plane.

7. The device of claim 1,

wherein if the first key does not correspond to the root key,

the removable control circuit deletes the encrypted key
to permanently prevent access to the portion of the data
content encrypted with the encrypted key.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the removable control
circuit includes a read only memory, wherein the first key is
stored in the read only memory.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein the data storage medium
is a magnetic medium.

10. The device of claim 1, wherein the data storage medium
is a semiconductor memory.

11. The device of claim 1, wherein if the first key corre-
sponds to the root key, the removable control circuit allows
access to the data content.
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12. A device comprising:

a data storage medium adapted to store an encrypted key
and data content encrypted using the encrypted key,
wherein the encrypted key is encrypted using a root key;
and

a removable control circuit including a first key,

wherein if the first key corresponds to the root key, the
removable control circuit allows access to the encrypted
data content,

wherein if the first key does not correspond to the root key,
the removable control circuit prevents access to the
encrypted data content,

wherein the data storage medium is adapted to store an
indication that the data content includes protected data
content, and

wherein at least a portion of the data content is unencrypted
data content and wherein the removable control circuitis
further adapted to delete the unencrypted data content if
the first key does not correspond to the root key.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein if the first key does not
correspond to the root key, the removable control circuit
refuses any request to access the protected data content.

14. The device of claim 12, wherein if the first key does not
correspond to the root key, the control circuit erases the pro-
tected data content.

15. The device of claim 12, wherein the protected data
content is not encrypted on the data storage medium.

16. The device of claim 12, wherein the protected data
content includes the encrypted data content.

17. The device of claim 12, wherein the data storage
medium is a magnetic medium.

18. The device of claim 12, wherein the data storage
medium is a semiconductor memory.

19. A method comprising:

generating an encrypted key using a root key;

encrypting data content using the encrypted key;

storing the encrypted data content and the encrypted key on
a storage medium;

if a key of a removable circuit corresponds to the root key,
providing access to the encrypted data content;

if the key of the removable circuit does not correspond to
the root key, preventing access to the encrypted data
content; and

wherein at least a portion of the data content is unencrypted
data content and wherein the removable control circuitis
further adapted to delete the unencrypted data content if
the key of the removable control circuit does not corre-
spond to the root key.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein if the key of the

removable circuit does not correspond to the root key, delet-
ing any unencrypted data from the storage medium.
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